
Questions or concerns 
during construction?
24-hour hotline (206) 801-2485

aurora@shorelinewa.gov

www.shorelinewa.gov/aurora

Sign up for weekly 
construction updates at 
www.shorelinewa.gov 

*Construction schedule is approximate and subject to contractor revision

The City of Shoreline’s Aurora Corridor Project has been redeveloping 
the three miles of Aurora Avenue N (State Route 99) that run through 
Shoreline. Improvements include wider sidewalks separated from 
the roadway by landscaping, traffi c- and pedestrian-level lighting, 
and landscaped center medians with left- and U-turn pockets. These 
improvements continue the community’s vision for Aurora by improving 
safety, promoting economic development, easing traffi c congestion, 
enhancing environmental quality, and adding more pedestrian amenities.  

Construction on the fi nal phase of the Aurora Corridor Project, 
between N 192nd Street and N 205th Street (Mile 3B), will begin late 
January 2014 and is scheduled for completion by the end of 2015. 
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What is the Aurora Corridor Project?

Project History
Improving Aurora Avenue has 
been a community goal since the 
City of Shoreline was incorporated 
in 1995. Starting in 1998, the City 
conducted extensive design studies 
and public involvement efforts to 
develop goals, design concepts, 
and implementation strategies for 
the project. 

Did you know? 
Aurora Avenue is a major 
transit route with more than 
7,000 transit riders per day 
in Shoreline, many of whom 
access King County Metro and 
Community Transit buses at the 
Aurora Transit Center on N 200th 
Street. Beginning in February 
2014, Shoreline will be one of 
six regional Bus Rapid Transit 
Corridors.
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• First mile: N 145th to N 165th Streets

• Second mile: N 165th to N 185th Streets

• Third mile (3A): N 185th to N 192nd Streets

• Third mile (3B): N 192nd to N 205th Streets  

Aurora Corridor Project Area

* Not to scale

To date, the City has successfully reconstructed 
48 of the 60 blocks of Aurora through Shoreline.

Project benefits
•	 Safer travel on Aurora
•	 Improved traffi c fl ow
•	 Enhanced corridor 

aesthetics
•	 Reinvestment to promote 

economic development
•	 Improved transit speed and 

reliability
•	 Environmental 

improvements and 
stormwater management 

Aurora Corridor Project timeline
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N 145th to N 165th Streets
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N 185th to N 192nd Streets    

N 192nd to N 205th Streets

Property Owner Coordination 
and Community Outreach

Design

Design

Design

Project complete

Project complete

Project complete

Construction

Construction

Construction

N

N 175th St

For funding and planning purposes, the project was separated into four different segments:

What to expect during construction
The majority of construction activities will take place during daytime hours, 
Monday through Friday, 7:00am to 6:00pm. However, in an effort to balance 
the varying needs of commuters, residents and businesses, and ensure 
safety and effi ciency for our crews, some weekend and night work will be 
required.

Crews will work to minimize noise and other disruptions during work hours. 
However, neighbors can expect:

•	 Noise, dust, light and vibration during construction activities. 
•	 Intermittent lane closures on Aurora Avenue. 
•	 Temporary bus stop closures and/or relocations.
•	 Short-term driveway closures and sidewalk detours. 
•	 Temporary side street closures, including a two-week closure of 

N 200th Street, a heavy transit corridor, to rebuild the roadway 
with concrete. 

The City of Shoreline is committed to keeping you 
informed during construction. To learn more about the project 
and upcoming construction activities, please visit 
www.shorelinewa.gov/aurora or contact the 24-hour hotline at 
206-801-2485.

During construction, you can help 
everyone stay safe by:

•	 Following the directions of signs and fl aggers.

•	 Staying in designated pedestrian corridors. 

•	 Avoiding entering designated work zones.

•	 Adhering to posted speed limits.

•	 Not approaching the contractor in the work zone.

•	 Calling the hotline to report unsafe situations: (206) 801-2485.



Second mile: 
N 165th to N 185th Streets 
Completed in 2011
Construction on the second mile of the Aurora Corridor 
Project, N 165th to N 185th Streets, began in January 2010 
and was substantially completed in late 2011. 

New to the second mile was the use of natural water quality 
treatments to help clean and control runoff and promote 
healthy vegetation. Rain gardens, root boxes using Silva Cell 
technologies, bioswales, and Filterra bioretention systems 
were some of the innovative tools that were utilized. Visit 
www.shorelinewa.gov/aurora to learn more.

Third mile (3B):

Third mile (3A):

•	 Landscaped medians with U-turn 
pockets

•	 Sidewalks separated from the 
roadway by landscaping and  
other amenities

•	 Synchronized traffic signals

•	 Business Access and Transit (BAT) 
lanes

•	 Natural stormwater treatments

•	 Retaining walls 

•	 Street lighting 

•	 Underground utilities

•	 Reconfiguring Firlands Way N for 
driver and pedestrian safety

•	 Rebuilding N 200th Street east 
of Aurora to the Costco entrance 
with concrete to improve roadway 
durability  

•	 Reversing the direction of Echo 
Lake Place to improve traffic flow

This Silva Cell system of modular blocks holds lightly compacted 
soils in place, promoting root and tree growth while bearing loads 
for aboveground streetscapes. The underground system provides 
stormwater management, allowing filtration to remove pollutants while 
retaining runoff to minimize flooding and erosion.

Forming sidewalks

Beneath the Rain Garden Plaza is a major drainage facility to 
collect stormwater from Aurora and control the flow of water 
entering nearby Echo Lake.

Stormwater improvements to Aurora include raingarden planters, bioswales, 
permeable pavers and street trees.

Business Access and Transit lanes along Mile 1 

N 192nd to N 205th Streets

N 185th to N 192nd Streets

To learn more about the project and current construction 
activities, visit www.shorelinewa.gov/aurora.

Interurban Trail Pedestrian Bridge at Aurora Avenue N and N 
155th Street.

Completed in 2007 
Construction began on the first mile in 2005 and was 
completed in 2007. Improvements to this mile included 
pedestrian bridges that provide better connectivity for the 
Interurban Trail.  

The City of Shoreline won several awards for this work, 
including the 2008 Award of Excellence for “Best City 
Project” by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) 
and the Vision 2020 Award from the Puget Sound Regional 
Council (PSRC). 

First mile:
N 145th to N 165th Streets 

Complete in 2012 
Construction began on the third mile between N 185th to N 192nd 
Streets in January 2011 and was completed in summer 2012.  

Improvements to this segment were very similar to previous miles 
of the Aurora Corridor Project and included delineated driveways, 
wider sidewalks, landscaped center medians with left- and U-turn 
pockets, and Business Access and Transit (BAT) lanes. 

One feature unique to this segment was the Rain Garden Plaza 
on the southwest corner of Aurora and N 192nd Street. With 
access to and from the adjacent King County Metro Park and 
Ride, the plaza serves as a demonstration area with educational 
information about new drainage features and plants along Aurora. 

Construction to begin early 2014 
The City of Shoreline completed design of the final segment of the 
project, between N 192nd and N 205th Streets, and is preparing to 
begin construction in early 2014. The entire project is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2015. 

Due to significant elevation changes on this segment, uphill on 
the west side of Aurora and downhill on the east side, project 
improvements will look slightly different than the previous miles. For 
example, this segment calls for 23 retaining walls of various types and 
sizes to accommodate the varying elevations. In addition, the majority 
of stormwater management infrastructure, such as bioswales and Silva 
Cells, will be installed inside the center median instead of within the 
new sidewalks. 

Other improvements include:

Did you know? 
Based on WSDOT data, the  
number of collisions on Mile 1  
have decreased by over 53%  
since improvements were 
completed in 2007.
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